[The use of disinfectants in veterinary practice].
The use of chemical disinfectants within the veterinary practice is only permitted when the disinfectants are legally registered. A distinction has to be made between disinfectants to be used on the skin of men or animals and disinfectants to be used on surfaces like floors, walls, cages, stables and for veterinary instruments. For the first group, to be considered as (veterinary) medicines, the Act on (Veterinary) Medicines applies. For the second group, to be considered as veterinary biocides, the Pesticide Act applies. A small survey carried out by the Keuringsdienst van Waren shows that in veterinary practice disinfectants are applied in an inappropriate way. A lack of knowledge and the lack of hygienic protocols could be reasons for these misuses. In this article the Keuringsdienst van Waren gives information about the legal aspects of disinfectants that fall within the scope of the Pesticide Act.